Melanotrichoblastoma: immunohistochemical study of a variant of pigmented trichoblastoma.
Trichoblastomas (TBs) are benign skin tumors recapitulating the differentiation of hair follicles. Several pathologic variants have been described, including the rare pigmented TB. We report a deeply pigmented nodular tumor excised on the scalp of a 32-year-old African woman, which was clinically suggestive of blue nevus or melanoma. Histologically, the tumor presented features of TB, remarkable by virtue of heavy melanin deposits found within and around tumor nests. By immunohistochemistry, abundant dendritic melanocytes with features of hair follicle melanocytes (expression of S100 protein, tyrosinase, and, most importantly, gp100/HMB-45) were found within the tumor masses. By analogy with melanoacanthoma, a tumor consisting of a combined proliferation of epidermal keratinocytes and melanocytes, we called this tumor "melanotrichoblastoma" and view it as a peculiar variant of (pigmented) TB.